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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
(amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty, is awarded by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to—

Technical Sergeant Yukio Okutsu, Infantry, Company F, 442nd Regimental Team, United
States Army, distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action on 7 April 1945, on
Mount Belvedere, Italy. While his platoon was halted by the crossfire of three machine guns,
Technical Sergeant Okutsu boldly crawled to within 30 yards of the nearest enemy emplacement
through heavy fire. He destroyed the position with two accurately placed hand grenades, killing
three machine gunners. Crawling and dashing from cover to cover, he threw another grenade,
s i l e n c i n g  a  s e c o n d  m a c h i n e  g u n ,  w o u n d i n g  t w o  e n e m y  s o l d i e r s ,  a n d  f o r c i n g  t w o  o t h e r s  t o
surrender. Seeing a third machine gun, which obstructed his platoon’s advance, he moved
forward through heavy small arms fire and was stunned momentarily by rifle fire, which glanced
off his helmet. Recovering, he bravely charged several enemy riflemen with his submachine gun,
forcing them to withdraw from their positions. Then, rushing the machine gun nest, he captured
the weapon and its entire crew of four. By these single-handed actions he enabled his platoon to
resume its assault on a vital objective. The courageous performance of Technical Sergeant
O k u t s u  a g a i n s t  f o r m i d a b l e  o d d s  w a s  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  a l l .  T e c h n i c a l  S e r g e a n t  O k u t s u ’ s
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  h e r o i s m  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y  a r e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f
military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for Active
Army, Army National Guard of the U.S., and U.S. Army Reserve.
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